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Arab American Demographics

Maryland

Major communities: Montgomery County

TABLE 1: ARAB POPULATION IN MARYLAND

STATE 1980 1990 U.S.RANK | GROWTH % GROWTH EST.
CENSUS CENSUS | ARABPOP. | 1980-1990 | +OR- RANK POP*
MD 9,885 | 16,198 | 12™ | 6,034 | 63.8 11™ | 48,560
Source: ZOGBY GROUP, 1995
TABLE 2: SAMPLE ANNUAL IMMIGRATION FROM ARAB COUNTRIES (1997)
Total Gulf Maghreb Eoaypt Irag L ebanon ria Jordan
372 5 151 20 21 7 12 5

Source: MARYLAND IMMIGRANTS ADMITTED BY COUNTRY OF BIRTH AND STATE OF RESIDENCE, INS 1997

TABLE 3: % OF POPULATION BY ARAB ANCESTRY/IDENTIFICATION

Arab Eqyptian lraqi Jordanian L ebanese | Palestinian Syrian Other

13% 11% 5% 5% 36% 6% 11% 22%

Source: 1990 CENSUS

A Note on M ethodology*

The above profile of Arab American demographics was compiled by the Zogby Group in Utica, N.Y.

(mail @zogby.com) and is based on data from the ancestry question in the U.S. Census (1990), the Immigration
and Naturalization Service, and best on-the-ground estimates compiled after years of vigiting, working in,
interviewing leaders in, and observations of over 100 Arab American communities.

The sgnificant discrepancy between community estimates and census figures relates to severa factors. Census
data on the Arab population are derived from a question on ancestry asked only of asample of the tota
population, a methodology that negatively impacts smaler groups. The undercount is aso higher in urban aress
where many clusters of Arab Americans reside, and among immigrants who are more distrustful of government
surveys and/or have alanguage barrier. Some persons of Arab descent are hesitant to identify their ethnicity due
to percaived negative stereotypes and prgudice. Findly, the multiple ancestries common among 4th and 5th
generation Arab Americans aso contribute to the non-response to this question that only tabulates up to two

ancestry groups per respondent.
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