
      February 17, 2006 
 
The Honorable Condoleezza Rice 
Secretary of State 
United States Department of State  
2201 C Street NW  
Washington, DC 20520 
 
Dear Secretary Rice: 
 
The results of last week's Palestinian legislative election have led some to challenge US aid to the 
Palestinian people.  Because we understand that US funds do not go to the Palestinian Authority but 
instead provide development assistance, humanitarian aid, and vital support for building democratic 
institutions in the West Bank and Gaza, we urge you to continue our foreign assistance program to 
the Palestinian people. 
 
In his State of the Union address, President Bush said, "Raising up a democracy requires the rule of 
law, and protection of minorities, and strong, accountable institutions that last longer than a single 
vote."  If we believe in promoting democracy in the Middle East, we must remain committed to 
building the institutions that support a democracy—rule of law, an independent judiciary, vibrant 
civil society, and a free press.  In fact, our aid programs do just that. 
 
As you know, US foreign aid is disbursed to private contractors and nongovernmental organizations 
chosen and monitored by USAID who have signed the "Certification Regarding Terrorist 
Financing," ensuring that US funds do not benefit individuals or groups identified by your 
department as terrorists.  USAID programs strengthen Palestinian civil society, empowering 
moderates to affect change in their government.  Withdrawal of US financial support as a 
punishment for the results of a democratic election it actively supported could cause a breakdown in 
civil society.  This vacuum could lead to civil war or increased interference from regional players.   
 
Our involvement on the Palestinian issue affects our county's image throughout the Arab and 
Muslim world.  USAID programs, which improve the daily lives of the Palestinian people through 
humanitarian aid, the empowerment of civil society, and fostering democratic institutions is a 
fundamental element of any successful public diplomacy strategy.   
 
Finally, we believe that at this critical moment it is in our nation's interest to support President 
Mahmoud Abbas and other moderates in Palestinian society.  Abbas has reiterated his commitment 
to a negotiated two-state solution and, as President of the Palestinian Authority, retains veto power 
over any legislation that comes out of the PLC.  A withdrawal of US funds could result in the 
collapse of the Palestinian Authority, essentially creating a "failed state" in the West Bank and Gaza.  
 
The American people can be proud of programs administered through USAID and its partners.  We 
urge you to continue US aid to the Palestinian people.

Sincerely, 
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